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Taiwan’s Participation in the Winter Olympic Games and
Rationale for Issuing Winter Sports Postage Stamps

Feng-Ran Lee/ National Taiwan Normal University
Abstract

In 1972 and 1976, the Chunghwa Post issued two sets of postage
stamps which include six winter sports: downhill skiing, cross-country
skiing, giant slalom skiing, biathlon, luge, and freestyle skiing to com-
memorate Taiwan’s participation in the Winter Olympic Games. Taiwan
is located in subtropical country with little snow, it is difficult to devel-
op winter sports. The researcher is curious about this phenomenon, and
thus, adopted a historical method combined with literature analysis and
interpretation to investigate the rationale and purpose. The results are as
followed. Firstly, Taiwanese government tried to defend the member-
ship in the International Olympic Committee in 1959, and seized the
chance to participate in 1960 Winter Olympic Games. Despite the local
conditions was not suitable for winter sports, several athletes were sent
overseas for training and competing. Secondly, Taiwan was acknowl-
edged as a member of the International Olympic Committee in 1968
Summer Olympics in Mexico. Years later, Taiwan became a member of
the Association of International Olympic Winter Sports Federation, and
was invited to the 1972 and 1976 Winter Olympic Games. In commem-
oration of Taiwan’s participation, the government issued postage stamps
with winter sports during these two Olympic Games. The purpose was
to promote winter sports, and also cultivate athletes for international
winter games. Finally, Although Taiwan (Republic of China) withdrew
from the United Nations in 1971, the government still sent teams to
participate in the 1972 Winter Olympic Games under this adverse cir-
cumstances. The competition results were not satisfied, nevertheless,
the main purpose was keeping the international contacts, and expanded
diplomacy through the participation in order to rejoin the United Na-
tions.

Keywords: Membership, Winter Olympic Games, sports postage stamp
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