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The Dialectic of Pure-Body
Chi-Li Yang™

Abstract

At the end of the twentieth century, a trend which was inspired by the
concept of “Oriental Body” in the western theater dance had, directly, stimulated
the rise of “Oriental Fever” in local theater dance field. This trend seemed
inevitable since it was widely held that “nativization” had been viewed as the
solution to the long stagnated political atmosphere and cultural ecosystem here in
Taiwan. As the result of this latest trend of the feverish pursuit, it is obvious that
we no longer see the implementing of body the main and/or only vehicle in
dancing representation. In the light of this dramatic shift, the author intends to use
metaphors derived from dancing body to expose the characteristics and richness of
dancing body in terms of Chuang Tze’s views of body.

By means of the implications of metaphors derived from the dancing body,
we can discover that the so-called “pure” dancing body poses characteristics of
being primitive but organic, original while creative, purified but in union with
outside world, imaginary and reflective, and writtenly and readable. It is also
because of these characteristics, one can, therefore, open the path of an in-depth
journey into most creative, uppermost, purified, intensive, transformational,
fulfilling realization of life and its experiences through the return to the pre-body

and by ways of conducting the dialectics between pure and fleshly bodies.

Keywords: Pure-body, dance, dancing body

* Chi-Li Yang, Professor, Shih Chien University.
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