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The Festival Activities Figuration in Taiwan: The Leisure
Sociological Interpretative Perspectives

Ming-Zong Li"

Abstract

In contemporary Taiwan, the traditional folk festivals and the modern society
created “event activities” have merged into a new festival activity mainstream.
This paper approaches the following five dimensions through leisure sociological
perspectives: 1. The changing “authenticity” pattern of festival activities. 2. The
pattern of festival activity styles. 3. The pattern of the experiences of attending
festival activities. 4. The cycling of social process and life process. 5. The
multifaceted characteristics of festival activities. The research method is a try of
“paradigm shift” concerning festival studies. The result suggests that promotion of
festivals should balance the “authenticity” and the tourism development, so as to

attain the comprehensive benefits.

Keywords: traditional folk festivals, event activities, authenticity, performance,

sociology of leisure

* Ming-Zong Li, Assistant professor, Fujen and Kainan Universities.
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3 Frank E. Manning, The Celebration of Society: Perspective on Contemporary Cultural
Performance (Ohio: Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 1983) 20-27.
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4 Orloff, Alexander, Carnival: Myth and Cult (Austria: Perlinger Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1981) 15.
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(BRI A IRRE | - TIERRYE — A S » AifE BB R A drhi
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'S Victor Turner, The Ritual Process: Structure and Anti-Structure (Chicago: Aldine, 1969).

'7 Victor Turner, From Ritual to Theatre: The Human Serious of Play (New York: PAJ,
1982).

8 Neison H. H. Graburn, “Tourism: The Sacred Journey,” Hosts and Guests: The
Anthropology of Tourism (Philadelphia, 1989): 21-36.
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! Neison H. H. Graburn, “Tourism: The Sacred Journey,” 21-36.
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2 Schechner, Richard, Performance Theory.
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