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On the Subjectivity of the Player: The Dialectic of
Gadamer’s Hermeneutics and the Learning Process of
Sport Techniques

Cheng-Yu Tsai”

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze that how the subjectivity of the player
works within a game, and then, to rehabilitate the legitimacy of it. It is widely
believed in Physical Education (PE) scholars that a game should never be ruined;
meanwhile, the subjectivity of the player should always comply with the rule of
the game. Basically, H. Gadamer shared the same opinion. In his theory of
Hermeneutics, Gadamer declared that the subject of the play should be the play
itself rather than the player. But, after analyzing the process of understanding
based on the framework of Gadamer’s theory of play, I would like to suggest that
we are always involved in plenty of understanding games, which exist between
every object coming to us and every related part in our horizon. Such
understanding games are too many to be completed. In fact, in order to complete
one specific understanding game, we usually have to play the role of the subject,
and treat the other games as objects. To be clarified, we’re always picking,

refusing, and influencing most of the games.

Keywords: game, subjectivity, Hermeneutics, Gadamer, Schleiermacher

* Cheng-Yu Tsai, Ph. D. student, Department of Physical Education, National Taiwan
Normal University.
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