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On Philosophical Multiplicity from the Position of the
Sports and the Body

Tien-deng Y

Abstract

There are two kinds of multiplicities in the philosophical discourse.
Defined in terms of quantity, one belongs to the philosophical tradition of the idea
endowed with abstract and spatial imagination and framed in the one-many
problem. Described in terms of quality, the other belongs to the philosophical
thinking that highlights difference and duration. According to the French
philosopher Henri Bergson, there is a life/death dicrepancy between these two
kinds of multiplicities.  Therefore, this paper takes Bergson’s concept of
“Intensity” as a point of departure to explore the major concepts of
“consciousness” and “durée” at the kernel of his philosophy. It discusses two
kinds of temporality in accordance to these two kinds of multiplicities. It helps to
further reflections from the realms of the sports and the body and thus to
re-conceptualize the meaning of sports philosophy in light of multiplicity.
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