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Hsien-Tang Lin’s Travel in Taiwan: Study on Around
Taiwan Travel in Japanese Ruled Period by The Diary
of Hsien-Tang Lin

Din-Guo Lin ~

Abstract

“Travel” is the product of civilization with the development of human
history. After industrial revolution, scientific advancement leads to the
progress of transportation and related infrastructure, and significantly reduces
the time and distance between people and places. In Europe and the U.S.,
because of stable and satisfying society, economy and life, there was the trend
of modern tourism. In Taiwan, during the Ching Dynasty, the travels mostly
referred to personal adventure, trip and literati’s or officials’ records of social
customs. In Japanese ruled period, with the reinforcement of the Japanese
governance, Taiwan started developing modern tourism and recreation
activities. It became one of the important policies of the colonial government.
Many tourism facilities and posts developed in Japanese ruled period become
historic relics at present. Hsien-Tang Lin was an important leader in Taiwan
society during Japanese ruled period. He enjoyed traveling and had visited
Japan, China, South Pacific and even five continents. His travel was recorded
in The Diary of Hsien-Tang Lin which also described the trips of five states
and three governments around Taiwan. This study first introduces the around
Taiwan travel in Japanese ruled period, and then uses Hsien-Tang Lin’s

personal travel experience as an example, according to the content of The

“ Din-Guo Lin, Postdoctoral Fellow, Academia Sinica Institute of Taiwan History, and
Assistant Professor, National Taipei University.
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Diary of Hsien-Tang Lin, to probe into various situations of traveling in
Taiwan, including people (companions or subjects visited), transportation
(transportation and journey arrangement), affairs (travel content), food
(restaurants), accommaodation (hotels) and things (descriptions of spots) in the
trips. By this study, the researcher intends to further recognize the tourism

activities around Taiwan during Japanese ruled period.

Keywords: Hsien-Tang Lin, The Diary of Hsien-Tang Lin, Japanese ruled

period, tourism and recreation, around Taiwan travel
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