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Pursuing Victory and Pilgrimage: A Ritual Study of
Taiwan Baseball Fan’s Culture

Wen-Uei Chang

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine Taiwan baseball fan culture. This
study mainly is based on the ideas of “liminality” and “liminoid” which were
brought by symbolic anthropologist Victor Turner and the following critic by
Sharon Rowe. This study finds that modern sports still possess the quality of
liminality, thus the researcher considers modern sports as a form of modern ritual.
By participating baseball game and performing the cheering rituals, Taiwan
baseball fans can separate from their daily routine, and situate in an ambiguous
status that brings the joy of life and the fans also get the sense of being. The rituals
of Taiwan baseball fans therefore contain various layers of meaning. The rituals
performed by fans connote the pursuing for “victory”; the fans’ behaviors tend to
show the quality of “religious pilgrimage”, especially during the playoffs and
championship games. With the highly emotional devotion to the game, and taking
all the suffering and sacrifice during the trip, the fans indeed demonstrated a
bodily practice that similar to pilgrimage. Baseball games thus function as a
modern form of ritual in a larger context of life. In side this liminal space and time,
the door toward sacredness opens for people in their profane lives.

Keywords: baseball fan, liminality, liminoid, pilgrimage, modern sport

“ Wen-Uei Chang, Doctoral program, Graduate School of Sport Sciences, Waseda
University.
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Performing arts journal, 1982), 55.
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* Sharon Rowe, “Modern Sports: Liminal Ritual or Liminoid Leisure,” Journal of Ritual
Studies, 12.1(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh, 1998), 47-60.
% Sharon Rowe, “Modern Sports: Liminal Ritual or Liminoid Leisure,” 48.
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® Sharon Rowe, “Modern Sports: Liminal Ritual or Liminoid Leisure,” 49.
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% Sharon Rowe, “Modern Sports: Liminal Ritual or Liminoid Leisure,” 50.
1 Sharon Rowe, “Modern Sports: Liminal Ritual or Liminoid Leisure,” 53.
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Mercer University Press, 2001).
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% Allen Guttmann, Sport Spectator (New York: Columbia University Press, 1986), 43.
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2004), 33
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