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The Embodiment of Sport Style as a Phenomenological
Datum: Between Style and De-style

I-Min Liu"

Abstract

This article seeks to suggest that the embodiment of sport “style” always
points to the sport “de-style”. It then proposes a unified theoretical investigation of
the (de)stylized lived experience in performing or visualizing sport. This article
finds that, from the standpoint of “natural attitude”, stylized experience is tacitly
accepted as repetition, regularity, and coherency in everyday sport life. From the
perspective of eidetic phenomenology, sport style may be reflected as “law-forms”
or “universalities” in Husserlian words or “coherent deformation” in Merleau-
Ponty’s works on art philosophy. However from the perspective of genetic
phenomenology, in which the continuous becoming of the sport style is brought
into focus, one finds de-stylized experiences govern the development of the sport
person over time. Furthermore with the help of this threefold perspectives, this
article can thus give an elucidation of sport visualization and make multifarious
features of sport styles emerge.

Keywords: natural attitude, eidetic phenomenology, genetic phenomenology,
sport style

“ I-Min Liu, Professor, Department of Physical Education, National Taiwan Normal
University.
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Prose of the World, trans. John O’Neill (Evanston: Northwestern U. Press, 1973), 56. i
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Meditations: An Introduction to Phenomenology, trans. Dorion Cairns (The Hague:

Nijhoff, 1960).

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Prose of the World, 59.
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BRAREEE o TTLUER - SIS R RS I 1 F—H 2 2% - FWE s
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4 Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Prose of the World, 47-113.

% Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Signs, trans. Richard McCleary (Evanston: Northwestern U.

Press, 1964), 39-83.

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, “Eye and Mind,” trans. Carleton Dalley, The Primacy of

Perception, ed. James M. Edie, et al. (Evanston : Northwestern U. Press, 1964), 159-190.

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Visible and the Invisible, trans. Alphonso Lingis, ed. Claude

Lefort (Evanston: Northwestern U. Press, 1968).

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Structure of Behavior, trans. Alden L. Fisher (Boston:

Beacon Press, 1963).

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of Perception, trans. Colin Smith (New Jersey:

The Humanities Press, 1962).

1 Maurice Merleau-Ponty, “Cézanne’s doubt,” trans. Hubert Dreyfus & Patricia Dreyfus,
Sense and Non-Sense (Evanston: Northwestern U. Press, 1964) , 9-25.
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Merleau-Ponty) ¥ - (& & ¢4z (The Prose of the World)) (1§~ %) (# 3% 1 §
i% > 2005) » 65-66 -

13 Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Prose of the World, 60; :#~ 51 p {52 % % (Maurice
Merleau-Ponty) ¥ > (& # =%~ (The Prose of the World)) » 66 -
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Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Structure of Behavior, 148; * ¥ = 51 p 578 B 7

(Maurice Merleau-Ponty) ¥ - {7 7 s 4 (The Structure of Behavior) ) (# < % -

B EF) (#A5  Fak > 2005) 0 224

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Phenomenology of Perception, 450; 4% ;% & % (Maurice

Merleau-Ponty) ¥ (44 3 % & (The Phenomenology of Perception) )( % & #&:% )( #

1P A+ 2001) 0 514 -

Maurice Merleau-Ponty, The Visible and the Invisible, xlix & 174.
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