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Cross-Cultural Comparison of Doping Offenses in
Newspapers between Western and Eastern Countries

Pei-Chi Chuang !

Abstract

Three doping offense cases were examined in this study, and a purposive
sample of four newspapers was drawn from four countries, namely Taiwan, China,
United Kingdom and United States. This study began by providing background of
these doping offenses. The research method was then described, and finally, an
analysis of the data as they related to the media coverage of doping scandal and
the establishment process of World Anti-Doping Association (WADA). The result
indicated that the highest amount of doping articles emerged in The New York
Times, followed by The Guardian, The United Daily and People’s Daily. Fair
play-cheating was the most common issue in all newspapers. Health-harm was
getting more attention through times. While role modeling-shame was considered
more valuable in Eastern; on the contrary, Nature-freak is far behind discussion in
Western. Driven under influence by globalization, media in both disparate cultures
seemed to share same concepts in sport. In addition, the punishment for violated
athletes tended to be equal because of the establishment of WADA. The writer
suggested to explore more aspects regarding to doping offense, and tried to offer
more positive judgments toward athletes. Furthermore, consider the combination
of media, sport structure, and the society, doping issue is not only the problem in
sport field, but a subject for all of us.

Keywords: doping, newspaper articles, content analysis

* Pei-Chi Chuang - Researcher at Department of Sport Science, Aarhus University, Denmark.
Email:chuangpeichi@hotmail.com
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The test results represented a significant breakthrough for Olympic
scientists, who have been engaged in a high-tech cat-and-mouse game
with athletes who are using increasingly sophisticated techniques to
circumvent the rules of sportsmanship and fair play.*

They are professionals and are expected to perform to the best of their

ability - any kind of drug abuse is a form of cheating.®
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Anabolic steroids are compounds that cause the body to build up muscle
and other tissue.... In addition to the possibility of sexual and
reproductive disorders, evidence indicates that anabolic steroids can
cause cancers and benign tumors of the liver, hepatitis, liver failure, cysts
of the spleen, internal bleeding, and changed cholesterol levels in the

blood.>*
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1998, p.21.
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L. Altman, “Concern Grows over Steroids,” New York Times, 28 Sep. 1988, sec. D,
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Prolonged use of drugs is also dangerous for the athletes. Steroids can
increase the risk of blood clots and adversely affect the sex organs.*
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Doctors have also determined that people who use anabolic steroids also
suppress the amount of the natural sex hormones in urine, producing a
distinctive test pattern.*’
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As we all know from our teenage years, messing about with human
hormones is a dicey business which can have strange and unwelcome
consequences. For decades we heard rumours that certain female athletes
from Eastern Europe were developing stubbly chins, deep voices and

unnatural desires to spend hours on end in garden sheds.*

p.32.

% New York Times Editorial, “Drug-Assisted Stardom,” New York Times, 19 Dec. 1994,
sec. A, p.18.
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The difference is that journalists no longer protect athletes as role models
and heroes. We expose their warts as well as celebrate their exploits.
They have become all too human.*
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The feats of its stars are lodged in the collective memory. When people
speak about the Tour, they talk of childhood dreams, of heroes and

supermen, of crippling climbs and death-defying descents.*?
() A& &5

ARIPFFRSHT ST S AP EH B 2 TR - OGRS 6 65
ZA o WA - RoMENT PUS SHTRIS 5 Ery— B M SRR E b - AR SR
RS 453 B SCHALER SR AT 68 - LU Holst (923l
RS 5 IRV FIRE 2 0.901 B 0.952 » SEBIP ST B HEH B (R
gk - ©
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(Champaign, IL: Human Kinetics, 2001), 241-74.
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Oct. 1988, sec. 4, p.9.
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8 D. Anderson, “Sports of the Times; Kamsa Hamnida, Ben Johnson,” New York Times, 3
Oct. 1988, p.11.
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Drug taking is anything which firstly damages the health of the
sportsman and, secondly, artificially improves his performance. If
something produces just the second effect, then for me it's not

drug-taking. If it produces the first, then yes.>
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% 8 S, Padwe, “Drugs in Sports: Symptoms of a Deeper Malaise,” Sport in

Contemporary, ed. D. S. Eitzen (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1989).

% A, Guttmann, “The Development of Modern Sports,” Handbook of Sports Studies, ed. J.
Coakley & E. Dunning (London: Sage, 2000), 248-259.

1 W. Fotheringham, “Cycling's Widening Dope Scandal: Zulle Trio Banned for Eight
Months over Drugs; William Fotheringham on Punishment Handed Down to the Three
Swiss Members of the Shamed Festina Team,” Guardian, 1 Oct. 1998, sec. Sports Page,
p.31.

52 ], Freedland, “Standing Together on Life's Podium: Prozac, Viagra and Other Little
Helpers,” Guardian, 29 July 1998, p.16.
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% T. Laine, “Shame on Us: Shame, National Identity and the Finnish Doping Scandal,”
The International Journal of the History of Sport, 23.1 (London, 2006): 67-81.

" M. Janofsky, “Track and Field; Inquiry Gets to Its Heart: Johnson,” New York Times, 1
March 1989, sec. B, p.10.
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Such abuses are bad for the Olympics and bad for any sport, professional
or amateur, where they occur. Drug cheating discourages athletes who

play by the rules and no doubt entices many to use drugs themselves.

% p. Bourdieu, “Sport and Social Class,” Social Science Information 17.6 (London, 1978):
819-40; A. Guttmann, “The Development of Modern Sports,” 248-59.

% J.Huizinga ¥ > (4 @ PRy 4t ¢ PR F R 99§ (Homo Ludens: A Study
of the Play-Element in Culture) ) (= &3¥) (F : F 4% >1998) »43-72-

81 J. H. Frey & D. S. Eitzen, Sport and Society, 503-522.
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Moreover, the false coin of drug-assisted dominance unfairly diminishes

the accomplishments of drug-free athletes.®
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82 New York Times Editorial, “Drug-Assisted Stardom,” New York Times, 19 Dec. 1994,
sec. A, p.18.
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% Guardian Editorial, “Cycling: Casagrande Finest Hour Hit by Drug Test,” Guardian, 12
Aug 1998, sec. Sports Page, p.22.
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Juan Antonio Samaranch said “we are showing that the system works.
We are showing that my words are not only words, they are facts. We are
winning the battle against doping.®®

Said by Richard Pound, a Canadian and a vice president of the 10C:
“This gives us the opportunity to bring home the problem in a pretty

dramatic fashion. It also says that no matter who is offsides, we are

7 % 9. J. E. Richardson, Analysing Newspapers: An Approach from Critical Discourse

Analysis (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007).
% 8 0. R. Holsti, Content Analysis for the Social Sciences and Humanities.
8 M. Janofsky, “The Seoul Olympics; Johnson Loses Gold to Lewis after Drug Test,” New
York Times, 27 Sep. 1988, sec. A, p.1.

68
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prepared to act.”
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Samaranch said he had no regret in making a statement before the latest
suspensions that “I'm sure Chinese sport is very clean.” “For me, all the
athletes, all the national Olympic committees, are clean until they are
guilty,” Samaranch said. Prince Alexandre de Merode of Belgium,
president of the IOC medical commission, said in an interview that he
did not believe that drug use in China was a program instituted by high
officials in government or sport.”

“Excluding a whole nation or a delegation because some athletes, or
some in their entourage, break rules, | don't think would be an
appropriate measure,” Francois Carrard, director general of the 10C, said

in a telephone interview from Lausanne, Switzerland.”
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™ M. Janofsky, “Warm Feelings as Olympics End,” New York Times, 2 Oct. 1988, sec. 1,
p.1.

™ 3. Longman, “Olympics; U.S. Coach Blames China's Approach,” New York Times, 2 Dec.
1994, sec. B, p.11.

2.3, Longman, “Swimming; U.S. Ban of Chinese Swimmers Criticized,” New York Times,
15 Feb. 1995, sec. B, p.12.
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The 10C yesterday announced a conference to review the battle against
doping, to be held in Lausanne in January, at which Samaranch's ideas
will be discussed. The I0C says Samaranch expected it to produce “a
clear definition of doping”.”

The main goal of the conference in Lausanne will be to get all Olympic
sports to sign a new medical code committing them to common
punishments for drug offenders and a new drug-testing agency. If only to
clear sport's name, the IOC must now support expanded testing and
tougher punishment for users who make everyone appear guilty by

association.”
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International Amateur Athletic Federation, the world governing body for
track and field, banned Johnson from competition for two years, the
maximum penalty.”®

Last week, FINA announced plans to control the drug problem in
Chinese swimming. First, it will send a commission to China in March
to investigate the involvement of swimmers, coaches, doctors and team
officials in the use of banned substances. Second, FINA will
substantially increase the number of out-of-competition drug tests

administered in 1995. Third, a special congress will be convened in Rio
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de Janeiro in December to impose stricter penalties for doping.”
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