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The Reproduction of Wushu (Kung Fu) Culture in
Modern Urban China: A Study of Wushu Schools

Junichi lkemoto

Abstract

Before the establishment of Republic of China, Wushu culture, as a form of
body culture, primarily confined in rural villages of China. However, after 1949,
the new kind of modernized and sportized competitive wushu emerged ever since.
Still, this competitive Wushu was only practiced in the national and provincial
sports teams and public physical education schools that all under the control of
central government, the popularization of competitive Wushu to private sectors
didn’t take off until 1980s. This scenario again changed due to the setup of wushu
school, a kind of private physical education school which is officially permitted by
the Chinese government from 1982. Students of this private wushu school got skill
training and academic knowledge as well as an elementary / middle school degree
after graduation. After the year 2000, the number of this kind of schools increase
rapidly in big cities, mainly due to huge amount of transferring students from rural
China. Modern education system and the social practice of migrant worker
families thus together pushed forth the new representation of wushu culture in
urban wushu schools. The purpose of this study is to figure out the relationship
between migrant workers and modern Wushu culture and the reproduction of
Waushu culture in modern urban china, by a quantitative research of Wushu school,
sports school, Art school, and normal school in Chongqing. This study indicates
that the higher proportion of students transferring from villages in wushu school is

largely attributed to the problematic compulsory education system in rural China,

* Junichi Tkemoto, Associate Research, School of Sport Sciences, Waseda University, Japen.
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along with difficulties of housing and fostering children in cities for migrant
worker families, this later leads to social exclusion. All these social problems are
generally rooted in the differences of Hukou (household registration). Some
migrant parents seek for solutions by transferring children to Wushu school when
encountering with these difficulties. Under the struggle of class differences and
accumulating capitals strategies of migrant families, the contemporary wushu

culture has thus been reproduced.

Keywords: wushu, wushu (Kung Fu) school, social stratum
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