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Sport Culture in Everyday Life: From Festival to
Spectacle?

Tzu-Hsuan Chen ”

Abstract

Everyday life is filled with ambiguities. It is simultaneously ordinary,
repetitive yet extraordinary and surprising. Sports as leisure in everyday life also
has ambiguous characteristics. This essay argues that the rthythm of everyday life
and the rooting of sports culture come hand-in-hand. By this argument, it
challenges what David Roberts and Douglas Kellner argue that the development
of the society in general and sports in particular is a unidirectional festival to
spectacle model. Sports spectacle is not an “eternal opium war” but an

embodiment of embedment and accumulation of a culture.

Keywords: everyday life, festival, spectacle, sport culture

* Tzu-Hsuan Chen, Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Physical Education, National
Taiwan Sport University.



R ) A KAETIRE? 115

— #¥

T EEAS ) B RS R A SEINERE - BGE A R
DUT HE S ) 802 T AaE L SR e B AR
s P SRR — (R AL RS - AT L T H e
WE L — A AR B P R TR A R b L B SRR - e FUEE
S BRSO BRI T BN AR R S e
SELE R L T BFYSRR A R R A - B R AR
SIS T 3B R T AR - BRI IR SO LR A
FHG b o RIILEEE] T HHA ) SRR - RMEEER R
e THEANE, 2L T TH L T AEERENAR THE-HL
MHERE | W ?

HE D R BOAR R SR - BT R o T AT ) SE1E
SRR ¢ BEE FTE 13 B P R ST B AT - R E MY
(unproblematic) 535 » ASRFRATRRE FoLEHs 5k 12 FHE PRI A2 T Py
FERRAY » FORE T HHZENE ) SRR I WS A B RS - TEAD
ST S AT - BMATAGRY - IER R E 2R MATRGER - AT
TR - TEANE FTRER R BRI A o FH AR ik
HIUR SERTRET R T AR - ANRIEEDi @825 Henri Lefebvre fiTst :
TR AR BRI EE R o R A A AR A A 2R
FUR AR o BB e 4 AT Eny 3% - | PHH RS R ETE A
KRGS E M AE B0 R i T REHRE AR P (A A A B3R £

! Ben Highmore, The Everyday Life Reader (New York: Routledge, 2002), 1.
2 Henri Lefebvre, The Survival of Capitalism: Reproduction of the Relations of Production
(London: Allison & Busby, 1976), 83.



116 @< i &=y %=z -+--@

EHERSE - S RRRI A A thRUEAE AL T RS ) s A -
DR ES R RN TR - KR E A EBD IRz i
i ERLEAS T USRI RIRGE R - TS AR e 2 )
SRHTEHSANER H A0S - RIRs Ry B AR R RE T Am R BT B 2RAY -

Sy > "IN o 2 R ARTE R T T RS — R — A
BRI B RS, ISR R R B B TPk ey — R 52 2
H 1850 4548 Tk (Factory Act) &731%% BRI N TAEAMSHGE M
B - RTINS IR T AT » CHESRIIMELR 3 A s T R
{5 R EAtR H R A T T satiy—ilo) - fErR R R Rt
2Ry - FAMARDE H 5 A TS R Sk - (Hiar AR YR E REAAE N A
F A LT HY - ANIRIEERACR — (22 - et si i N A e d o B
AN TR B A TSI 22 2 SRS - RIS ERER - (EERATO
2 AT REA TR IR LR E N T T A 15 22 - I8 T R E
- eV E SRR b L HEERY - FUZE H AR T F - (EAMRRE
BRATATREVEM R A H & BTG - SRR MR FE EhEEEARER
B SR - — 5 H R TSR E MR H AR (TIERZREIE
BV AR R AE ) - S — T H (— H A AE e M e
S it e R AR R A -

PSR FVR AT - AR DU RS ~ BBy AT 3% - A S TSR
AFSERELRREL - HELUEE S SRR NI TEY T 5 [ - ¥ DAERS ~ B
BRI > 225 2 Im e B S ARES I 04T - SERR Ml 2 A AT
iR T B FaRtE - (R AR B AT T BRI T
i+ SEHER T R R AT LRORERLZET - IS AR RLIE ™ o H A

? See Joseph A. Maguire, et al. Sport Worlds: A Sociological Perspective (Champaign, IL:
Human Kinetics, 2002).

* See Johan Huizinga, Homo Ludens: A Study of the Play-Element in Culture (Boston:
Beacon Press, 1971).



R ERCEL AR

KAL DIRE? 117

BB E BT RGEER R > — B R ER BE AR EFRE 0 W A0S
SHBHEITSIRC > S5 > H AT AR SPURPIRIRTE » 25k Lt —
TR AT IR 22 H A TG TR ORTHI B - HIA S AR AN 28l T B
i R TIREET ) C o T RRE ) SEACHE R TR IR - B3R
& TR U T FERER RGN H AT A RS (nostalgia) HYHEHEL - i
T I EASCA A PR ERHY -

SEBT ARG » Bichberg () Body Culture® s HTZHRE 47
Uk ELAR B IR R EUR AU - AEE R R S A e HLB i I R M A
SARERHAENE: ~ ARG - ATREIE MRS RRAAER - ML DA B E
ikt Ry FERE - R R EENHI B e ~ (B M B RS EE I — TRy - 58
=HWA IR IR AT AR - T2 DS s B H A28 - IR
[ IE T 32 IR EHUAERE - i Eichberg I —JCfifaa BLARSIIRFTEIL /5
BRI AAHIE - (H RS PEASHE —Ie 2SN - SRIEHH A4
RN AL AT HEEETE T - E R B IER TE H B A B
BN GR  fE sl H AT T R MFTIRER A - SRk H AR
1) E Ry B B E B R AR A £ SR VB E & (Uit & T [RIRr 7045
FipE R R B AT (AR REIRAT RS - 8 S L%
REREZRE - T T2 PR E S S EARAR I B -

Wt > AT H R ARG ey TR B TR ) SREEREE S
TR Ry AGEB S B IR S E B hiE T KA - T bR B ALE 2 2
HHARREREN  SEIERAHHEER R

0
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° See Henri Lefebvre, “Toward a Leftist Cultural Politics: Remarks Occasioned by the
Centenary of Marx's Death,” Marxism and the Interpretation of Culture, eds. Cary
Nelson and Lawrence Grossberg (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1988).
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4" Allen Guttmann, From Ritual to Record: The Nature of Modern Sports, 54.
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1998).
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8 Manuel Castells, The Rise of the Network Society (Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers,
1996), 373.

% 1. M. Young, “The Ideal of Community and the Politics of Difference,”
Feminism/Postmodernism, ed. L. J. Nicholson, (London: Routledge, 1990), 300-323.

55 See Anna McCarthy, Ambient Television: Visual Culture and Public Space (Console-Ing
Passions) (Durham: Duke University Press, 2001.
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8 Guy Debord, Society of the Spectacle, paragraph 1.
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