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The Development of Old Tamsui Golf Course during
the Period of Military Assistance Advisory Group from
1951-1979

Hsiao-Chuan Lei *

Abstract

USA Military Assistance Advisory Group secured the peace of Taiwan
after Korean War. Because golf combines two functions of leisure and
diplomacy, both Taiwan and USA supported this sport industry during the
period of Military Assistance Advisory Group. Take old Tamsui golf course as
an example. USA military helped to restore the golf course in the aftermath of
the war, and the business practices, such as the way to sell drinks and goods,
were Americanized. American soldiers became the main customers in the old
Tamsui golf course after war. With the assistance and consumption from USA
military, old Tamsui golf course was able to survive in such difficult years.
Many caddies turned out to be international golfers because of the financial
supports from American soldiers’ tips and competition rewards. Realizing the
specialty of golf, Taiwan military supported and promoted the sport and
players, and they became the upper-class leaders, and then developed a special
situation, which is the golf development was controlled by the military. Hence,
USA Military Assistance Advisory Group not only secured Taiwan but also
had a great influence on the development of golf in Taiwan. The old Tamsui

golf course is a typical example to express the growth of golf after war.

Keywords: Taiwan Golf and Country Club, old Tamsui golf course, golf,
Korean War, USA Military Assistance Advisory Group
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