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Sport, Media and Culture Creative Industry:
The Lord of the Rings and Sport Industry
in New Zealand

Chia-Sui Sun *

Abstract

This paper takes aspects of sport, media and cultural creative industry to
explore the relationship between the story of The Lord of the Rings and sport
industry in New Zealand. The cultural imagination of the Lord of the Rings has
transformed the sport cultural landscape in New Zealand. Literature and media
cultural landscape extended into sport industry and in so doing combined sport,
media and cultural imagination. Sport industry which combines body exercise and
spiritual experience which merges with fan culture, cultural consumption and local
knowledge etc. forms power relationships. These cultural power relationships
have reshaped the cultural spaces which have been overlapping different
imaginative cultural maps upon nature space in New Zealand.

This paper uses discourse analysis as the research method. The theory
applied Zygmunt Bauman’ concept about ‘reshaping space’ to examine the
manner by which The Lord of the Ring combined sport, media and cultural
imagination to link with the cultural landscape of New Zealand. The research also
revealed how body and local knowledge are embodied with cultural capital and
consumption and represented in the cultural landscape. Merging of The Lord of
the Rings with sport industry has enhanced cultural economy. However, this paper
also critically examines possible damage that body in the sport industry and

embodied cultural capital can be swamped by commercialism or overpowered.

* Chia-Sui Sun, Associate Professor, Department of Indigenous Languages and
Communication, National Dong Hwa University.



W I LR AE AR WERAE 85

When sport merges with humanity culture, sport body shall retain spirit and
culture essence and does not become only commercialized. This paper also takes
the New Zealand experience as a reference and points out the possibilities that
sport industry as a whole can learn, in particular the sport industry in Taiwan could
benefit. The paper hopes that not only theory but also practical usages can be of
value for the sport industry in Taiwan.

Keywords: sport industry, The Lord of the Rings, media, cultural creative
industry, cultural landscape
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