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On the Power Phenomenon of Tennis Doubles Game
Reexamined with Foucault’s Power Concept

Dai-Chiao Lin *

Abstract

It is generally considered by coaches that tennis doubles partners should
compensate each other in their technical characteristics and playing styles. I, who
had spend a lot of time in tennis training from being a player and then a coach,
have discovered that the above concept is not enough to settle the interactions
between doubles partners in realistic situation. In this article, | try to study the
power interactions and multiple expressions in such situations using Michael
Foucault's power concept as well as current sport science theories. | discover that
the power interaction situations in tennis field can be categorized into internal
power situations and extenal power situations. Internal power interaction
situations can be further divided into traditional ranking power
(strong/weak,identity, gender, etc) and fluctuating power(language, body language,
emotion, motive and personality). External power interaction situations consist of
the influences caused by coaches, parents, opponents, team mates, media, etc. At
self-reflection | discover that not only should a coach teach knowledge to players,
but also should they help players deal with and resolve the invisible powers. As
coaches, we should have diversity and open-minded thinking, help the players as

well as ourselves to progress by practice and study.

Keywords: Michel Foucault, power, traditional ranking power, fluctuation
power, self-growth

“ Dai-Chiao Lin, Instructor, The Department of Athletic Performance, National Taiwan
Normal University
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