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The Rise of “Mulan”: Establishment of Taiwan
Women'’s Football Team (1975-1977)

Yen-Chang Huang”
Hsiang-Pin Chin™
Abstract

This study aimed to analyze and interpret the backgl, history and
influence of Taiwan women’s football team. It alsxplored what time
significance did the team’s name “Mulan” have wh&mwan experienced
changes in domestic and international politicaliremwnent. This study used
historical research method to collect, analyzeiavestigate relevant reports and
literature on the establishment of Taiwan womengtlall team and its first
participation in international tournaments betwd®&75 and 1977. The results
showed that being the ‘outpost of Cold War’, ‘theéhantic/ Free China’ and a
‘migrants’ country’ after Chinese Civil War, Taiwamd its development of sport
were greatly impacted by the international diplomatisis and threats to the
regime’s legitimacy in the 1970s. These factorsr@otly contributed to the
establishment of “Mulan” in 1975 and its participatin tournaments held in
Southeast Asia in 1977. Interestingly, “Mulan™ &sed outstanding results in its
first international tournament, which allowed cepending authorities to work on
relevant affairs, thereby paving the way for aigles era for “Mulan.” In sum, the

rise of “Mulan” could be seen as an outcome of lecive aspiration towards
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winning at the time. Mulan’s heroine image created crafted by the mass media
not only showed the affirmation of their performarmamn court, but also reflected
the society’s desire to prove self-existence thinougtory. It also highlighted its

role in unifying the people in Taiwan under theedima of international

environment.

Keywords: nationalism in sports, history of sports compatiti
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