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Martial Arts Sages and Game-Playing Lifein The
Grandmaster

Tien-Deng Yu"
Chen-Hsiang Chu ™
Abstract
The Grandmaster, a martial arts film directed by-Wai Wong, narrates the
story of Ip Man and other martial arts masters winsuit similar goal in martial
arts and lives: the three stages of “being, knowimg)doing.” This essay observed
how characters such as Ip Man, Gong Yutian, GondgvarSan and Yixiantian
pursued the three stages of martial arts on thie bB&ame-playing theory from
Bernard Suits. To put it more precisely, charadgtetke film all make “voluntary
attempt to overcome unnecessary obstacles” whisbimigles the core of the
theory. They follow the rules of the time, the sutd martial arts or their own rules,
step by step or simultaneously reaching the stafjesartial arts and life. This
research revealed that the statement- playing & gaite voluntary attempt to
overcome unnecessary obstacles- is not merelyefigitibn of Game-playing,
but can also be the test of the three stages dfairats in The Grandmaster. The
lusory attitude of the matrtial arts masters iskiyefactor to their lifetime status in

all martial arts stages.
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