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Dance Battle: The Body Technique and Culture of
B-boy

Wei-Lun HsUt
Abstract

This study attempts to understand how Taiwaneseyb-ldevelop and
practice body technique and knowledge in the gptihstreet dance studios.
Focusing on dancers’ body, this study exploresbtbdy technique of breaking
through observing and experiencing the difficuill sikad the intense body training
required for dancers as well as participating & ¢bmpetitions which breaking
dancers performed in. The body technique cont&iescontrol of internal and
external violence and the unique way of converind venting violence to the
form of dance battle. Moreover, through competttiand the interaction between
dancers, DJ, emcee and audience, such body teehalsp embodies the body
culture of popular games and festivities whichiffeaent from modern sports and
gymnastics. Through practicing in street dance igtu@nd participating in
competitions, Taiwanese b-boys experience the blshaet culture” by dance

battle.

Keywords: Breaking, body technique, body culture, identtima

“Wei-Lun Hsu, Master, Institute of Anthropology, Metal Tsing-Hua University.
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