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Collegiate student athletes’ experiences of encouwaring
gays and lesbians participants: using Taiwan, Hong
Kong, and China as examples

Tseng, Yu-Hsien"
Sum, KimWai™
Abstract
This study aims to investigate collegiate studéhketes’ experiences and
attitudes toward gays and leshians’ participatiorathletic training in Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and China, and to illustrate the diffiees shown between them due
to social and cultural background through individagerview. The participants
included 24 collegiate student athletes, 10 matk Bh female, aged between
19-24 from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and China. The stimlynd that owing to
educational experiences, collegiate student athfeten Taiwan and Hong Kong
showed fundamental understanding toward LGBT isarmasthe gender friendly
environment and legislation had also made bothesesihold positive attitude
toward gays and lesbians’ participation in spantgomparison, collegiate student
athletes from China received less education reggutiie subject and had been
influenced by conservative social and cultural @alhich contributed to their
different experiences and attitudes toward gaydesiians’ involvement in sport.
Taiwan launched gay social movements in the 199@slegalized same sex

marriage in 2019, and Hong Kong also started stipgagay rights in the 1970s;

DTseng, Yu-Hsien, Associate Professor, The Athldliepartment, National Taiwan
University. E-mail: tsengblue@ntu.edu.tw.

EI%um, Kim-Wai, Professor, Department of Sports Smeand Physical Education, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong. E-mail: kwsum@ cuwtki.hk.
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meanwhile, China had remained rather conservativenwdealing with LGBT
issues. The friendly societal attitude toward t&@BI community in different
countries were significantly displayed when colegistudent athletes interacted
with gays and lesbians. In addition, team-sportetel having gay or lesbian
teammates also showed higher acceptance and rotugve attitude. In general,
collegiate student athletes’ experiences and @dtioward gays and lesbians in
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and China suggested that theopbobia and hegemonic
masculinity in sports has gradually been eliminaéed the masculinity expected
to be seen in the field of sports has also staoidse demonstrated in a different

form.

Keywords: homophobia, gender friendly, hegemonic masculinitglusive
masculinity
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