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A Dialogue of Sportsmen and Nietzsche’s Philosophy of
Existence

Chung-Yi Wu *
Jhy-Cheng Huang *

Abstract

This study aims to discuss the problems and meanings related to life that
has occurred when the sportsmen strive for excellence. The main research
method is ethnography. The survival dilemma and situations of sportsmen are
revealed completely through the long-term field study, therefore, sportsmen’s
philosophy of existence are reconstructed. This study is conducted mainly
based on the philosophical viewpoints of Friedrich Nietzsche. According to
Nietzsche, people strive for the meanings and values of life through three steps:
conflicts of Nihilism, intervention of the will to power, and the production of
Superman. A dialogue between the sportsmen and Nietzsche’s philosophy is
described and analyzed.

The study has the following major findings. First of all, the situations of
sportsmen’ striving for existence need to be disclosed. Secondly, to sportsmen,
the ideal sport world is a presentational world. Next, sportsmen continuously
strive for self-subversion and self-overcoming with their strong wills. Finally,
in order to look for the values of true existence and meanings of life,
sportsmen, as the infinite superman, transcend the values granted by the
society through the surpassing process.

Key words: sportsmen, Nihilism, the will to power, Superman
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