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The Inquiry of the Knowledge in Sports: Based on the
Perspectives on Personal Knowledge

Yu-Ping Chou *

Abstract

The aim of this article is to reflect what the inherent characteristics of the
knowledge in Sports are. According to the viewpoints of Michael Polanyi,
the human knowledge is not only limited to the explicit knowledge but also
depends on the tacit, unanalyzable knowing. Inspired by this “calling”, I firstly
tried to classify the knowledge in Sports into the unanalyzable and analyzable
parts, and then point out that the body ‘“knowing” is an un-replaceable
characteristic in Sports domain. The body in Sports is un-hidden and
un-ignored, differentiated from in the daily life. It is the focus of our
awareness, and through its acting presentation we will build up the unique
knowing in the situation. The knowing, gotten from the practical experience,
became the most specific knowledge in Sports. Besides of that, the final part
of this article is to reconsider the knowledge from the life point. Something is
irreversible in the process of knowing although we can grasp some reversible
parts as the able testified knowledge. Any knowing is not isolated. It must be
connected to the history of people and concepts. That reminds the people who
tried to research the phenomena in Sports that the inquiry should not be
narrowed on the organic examinations, but needed to explore its boundary

from the existential position.

Key words: knowing, Michael Polanyi, Personal Knowledge, body experience,
Sports

* Yu-ping Chou, Ph. D. student, Department of Physical Education, National Taiwan
Normal University.
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“I believed that in spite of the hazards involved, I am called upon to search for the truth
and state my Finding.” This statement, summarizing my fiduciary programme...” L
Michael Polanyi, Personal Knowledge: Toward a Post-Critical Philosophy (Chicago:
The university of Chicago, 1962), 299.
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