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The Indigenous Peoples and Student Baseball in Hualien
and Taitung

Po-Hsiu Lin "
Tzu-Min Chu ™

Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to investigate current participant situation
of student baseball in Hualien and Taitung, and to verify the discourse of
indigenous people’s genetic talent in sport by the perspective of sport socializing
agents. Questionnaire survey and interview were adopted in this study.
Questionnaires were distributed to all the baseball teams in Hualien and Taitung,
including 21 elementary school teams, 9 junior high school teams, and 4 senior
high school teams. The valid return rate was 62%, 78% and 100 %respectively.
Furthermore, 39 coaches of elementary school, junior high school, and senior high
school baseball teams in Hualien and Taitung, one coach of Tauyeun elementary
school, 2 doctors of Hualien and Taitung, and the head of physical and health care
section of Taitung county government were in-depth interviewed. The result
showed that Amis players took the most percentage of student baseball players
(elementary school, junior high school, and senior high school baseball players) in
Hualien and Taitung. The main reason for indigenous players to put themselves in
baseball was not the misunderstanding of having inborn talents but their own
interests. Besides, they all agreed that training by their coaches and efforts by

themselves were the essential condition to become outstanding baseball players.

* Po-Hsiu Lin, Associate Professor, National Taiwan Normal University.
™ Tzu-Min Chu, Doctorial Student, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Government’s policies and promotion of local elders made the development of
baseball in Taitung better than in Hualien. Almost all coaches thought that
indigenous players’ performances on sport are better than non-indigenous players’.
Amis players, owing to their taller and stronger physical condition, could have a
foothold on CPBL (Chinese Professional Baseball League). However, physical
advantages resulted from environment are similar among all the tribes in Taiwan.
There were several reasons accounting for the higher population of Amis players
in CPBL, including lower household income, government’s policies and more

chances to link up with local successful network.

Key words: sport socializing agents, indigenous peoples, Amis
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