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Study on the Hua Nan Commercial Bank Golden
Award Women Baseball Game (1956-1957)

Cheng-Yen Lee”

Abstract

This study seeks to discuss the reasons behind the birth of the first female
baseball game in 1956, understand the proceeding of the women's team
participation in the Hua Nan Commercial Bank Golden Award Baseball Game,
and identify the female athletes who were part of the teams. By studying
newspaper reports, Provincial Games program booklets, the "Baseball World"
magazine and the "Hua Nan Commercial Bank Communication" newsletter,
the author has reconstructed the proceeding of the first two annual Hua Nan
Commercial Bank Golden Award Baseball Games. In these games, the
champion of the inaugural competition was Shulin High School, while that of
the second was Tamsui High School of Home Economics. The lists of winners
of the Hua Nan Commercial Bank Golden Award and the program booklets of
the Provincial Games revealed that that most female baseball players in the
1950s had experience playing softball. On top of that, some of them were
two-sport athletes, such as those who were adept in both baseball/softball and
track and field, or even multi-sport ones skilled in baseball/softball, track and
field, and tennis. Compared with the female baseball team in Tokyo, Japan, the

performance of Taiwanese female baseball players was lackluster. This
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situation could be attributed to both internal factors and external factors, with
examples of the former being the players’ ages and their enrollment statuses in
school, and examples of the latter being Taiwan’s sporting culture and
macro-environment. The Hua Nan Commercial Bank Golden Award is a key
event in Taiwan’s history, for it marked the beginning of local women’s
baseball games after the war. The reasons for the game’s success can be
attributed to Su Jiahe, the Director General of the Taiwan Provincial Baseball
Association and the Associate Director of Hua Nan Commercial Bank back in

those days.

Keywords: Softball, two-sport athletes, Shulin High School, Tamsui High

School of Home Economics
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