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Put the Sword into the Sheath: the Cultural
Transmission of the Sword
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Abstract

Swords are closely related to Chinese culture bué mot been used in the
war for a long time. Therefore, the purpose of #niile is to explore the answers
to two related questions. Firstly, how can swotillsbe regarded as “the king of
hundred weapons” even after they were replacedbatite? Secondly, how do
swords pass down in Chinese culture? To explosetheasons, we will review
and organize the literature and research from aasempic perspective, collecting
the records of the swordsmanship in the books efHan Dynasty and the
scholars' research concerning the history of nhaatits, swordsmanship, and
weapons. Through the literature collection, thiilkerwill interpret the functions
and symbolic meanings of the “sword”, especiallguing on history, historical
materials, weapons, and culture. As a widely usedpen in the ancient
battlefield, swords were gradually replaced durihg Eastern Han Dynasty.
However, sword did not disappear under the pratectdf the culture.

Swordsmanship practiced by officials was considéoete a special skill, and
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literati composed poems about swords to describe ‘bwords spur literati to do
better." Furthermore, in some Chinese religions, lielieved that swords are able
to dispel demons and eradicate evil. All of thessdrs made the status of swords
promoted and formed a unique culture of swordsoirclusion, from a weapon to
a cultural symbol, the sword gradually lost itsgtical function—killing enemies.
Nevertheless, instead of disappearing in the Esist, e culture of swords gets
an opportunity to develop, which successfully pastmwvn from generation to

generation.

Keywords: Sword culture, Casting sword, Wear a sword, Swlartte
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